i 
it ar 3 
stot Means (to me) 


a 


a re ’ ae ’ vo, 


I We must have the faith in pitice ee ‘for Anarchism 


our imaginations to 
we 


suggest long-term owe ae sseenes 


answers to the problems 
of society and start 
creating those answers as 
though we might actually 
win. 


This text was retrieved from libcom.org 


The editors read this essay in both of the zines The 
Delirious Momentum of the Revolt and Koukoulofori: 
stories, lessons, and inspiration from the greek anarchist 
movement : 


While this text was originally published in 2011 we the 
editors find the core of the text remains evergreen and of 
interest to anarchists 


™ 


Approximately two years before the insurrection flared up 
in Greece in December, some anarchists of the Platform- 
ist persuasion embarrassingly identified Greece as a 
country of low social struggle, to back up their mechanis- 
tic theory that the insurrectionist strain of anarchism only 
arises during lows, i.e. it is a product of weakness. After 
December, other anarchists who were convinced that 
workers were the only legitimate revolutionary subject 
either minimised the importance of the revolt because the 
working class as such did not participate, or they skewed 
and entirely misunderstood the events by emphasising 
news of the protests by base unions and the blockades 
by farmers, as though the irresponsible adventurism of 
molotov cocktails and firebombs was a phenomenon that 
existed somehow outside the events. 


On the other hand, insurrectionary anarchists surviving in 
the most alienated of countries seemed to subsist entire- 
ly on a diet of digital imagery and poorly translated poetic 
communiqué's, snapshots infused with the smell of burn- 
ing shops but completely separated from their social 
context, as though these anarchists somehow hungered 
even more than the media to kill the revolt by spectacu- 
larising it. And while most Greek anarchists | know tend 
to share the insurrectionary critique of the Left, or more 
accurately they simply take it as self-evident, many West- 
ern insurrectionists would be shocked to hear the wide- 
spread opinion that "insurrectionary anarchism [referring 
to the Italian school] has had very little influence here." 
Which does not contradict the fact that illegalist and 
individualist tendencies were passionately adopted by 
many segments of the anarchist space in the ’90s; 
however this has manifested as an entirely different 
phenomenon from the many blogs and papers in English 
that regurgitate "notes from the global civil war," little 
news clippings of violent actions from here and there 
completely stripped of their social context and thus of 
their political content. | understand the need, in a pacified 
setting, to glorify the very act of violent resistance itself, 


to revolutionary civil war - that is to say a two-sided war 
rather than the one-sided war waged against us perma- 
nently - without losing social support and participation? 


These questions were not answered in Greece, and that 
is why their insurrection is still an insurrection and not a 
revolution. Spontaneity is a crucial element without which 
the insurrection would not exist, but spontaneity is not a 
God that will deliver us from Egypt if we walk through this 
desert for long enough. The anarchists, doing what they 
always do, miss strategic opportunities that have previ- 
ously not been possible. The apolitical people, exercising 
secret desires, will have their spirits crushed when a 
temporary return of order prevents them from being the 
selves they only just discovered, and with the help of this 
demoralisation the temporary return of order will win the 
appearance of being permanent. 


But order is never permanent. Although we may never 
achieve the world we want, the very dynamics of control 
and rebellion ensure that we will never lose and the State 
will never win. Either we will destroy it, or we will continue 
fighting against it and troubling its pathological dreams 
forever. Nature itself is chaotic, making total control 
impossible. We may not have ultimate defeats and they 
may not have ultimate victories, but there are steps 
forward and steps backward. It remains to be seen 
whether Greek society holds onto the ground it won in 
December, but it is certain that the anarchists in Greece 
strengthened themselves for the battles to come. Learn- 
ing from their experiences, the rest of us can, too. 
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but I'm afraid these comrades are digging themselves 
into a hole every bit as deep as the one constituted by the 
idealisation of a class that sixty years ago willingly adopt- 


ed all the characteristics of its enemy and dissolved itself. 


What happened in Greece arose out of a specific culture 
and history of struggle. It is not an ideological tool to be 
used for any faction nor a blueprint to be transported to 
another country or context. It would be a shame for anar- 
chists to convert the Greek rebellion into a dogmatic 
plank or to ignore it because it does not confirm a precon- 
ceived ideology. And as much as | would like to, it would 
be wrong of me to use Greece as a tool to urge greater 
cooperation and solidarity between different anti-authori- 
tarian currents, because all the infighting, the sharp 
criticisms regarding important questions, are a part of the 
history of this insurrection, and the rebellion itself was 
claimed to confirm or contradict peoples idea of revolu- 
tion. 


The truth is that all these contradicting currents made up 
the revolt, and a key characteristic of the revolt that the 
State and media worked so hard to deny is that at times, 
in the streets, the many people who were supposed to be 
different and separate became indistinguishable. But 
without denying any of the elements that participated, we 
can and should look at the role they each played, what 
made them stronger, and what made them weaker. 


We are storytellers, not historians. Our job is to relate 
these happenings to you, not to separate, to objectify, to 
engrave these living stories and rob them of any connec- 
tion to the present moment. Just as the solidarity actions 
in other countries lent more fire to the ongoing insurrec- 
tion in Greece, the exhilarating smell of smoke rose from 
Athens and spread around the world. | cannot see it as 
disconnected that it was also a hot winter in Sofia, 
Malmo, Oakland, and Guadeloupe, nor that anarchists 
around the world stepped up the struggle after seeing 
what was going on in Greece. 
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insurrection when they wed their uncompromising and 
illegal approaches with recognition of the importance of 
communicating with society in the years before Decem- 
ber 2008. The ability to be antisocial allowed them to 
adopt a course Greek society was not ready for, and the 
need to be social brought them back to the people who 
would eventually rise up, because the insurrection is a 
function of society and not of a political movement, as 
important as those movements may be in the develop- 
ment of necessary social characteristics. 


The anarchist participation in those movements, because 
it was both critical and enthusiastic, won a greater visibili- 
ty for anarchists and their ideas. Simultaneously, the fact 
that the anarchists had never succeeded in consolidating 
as a single movement seems to have helped them 
immensely to diversify and spread and include a greater 
portion of society. And in December, the lack of a single 
program and the diversity of strategies made the task of 
police repression impossible. 


What the rebellion in Greece shows, as do the rebellions 
in Kabylia, Oaxaca, and China, is that although insurrec- 
tion becomes second nature to everyone and vanguards 
can only get in the way the insurrection does not sponta- 
neously provide the people with what they need in order 
to go from insurrection to revolution. We still have to find 
the answers to certain questions, and those of us who 
never go back to normality those of us who keep dream- 
ing of freedom, need to suggest and deploy these 
answers when the_moment comes. Once we’ve burned 
everything, how do we reveal and attack the social 
relationships that underpin capitalism and the State? 
What structures and infrastructure can we target that will 
weaken the counterinsurgency without putting society in 
a passive disaster mode, waiting to be rescued? How do 
we help other people believe in another world they would 
be willing to fight for, and to spread visions of stateless, 
communal societies that begin now? How do we escalate 
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Several months after December, | was at a small protest 
in one of those northern social democratic countries 
where such things as riots aren’t meant to happen any 
more. But when the police attacked, even though there 
were only a hundred people in the demo, they rioted, and 
when the police broke up the riot, they dispersed 
throughout the city to take revenge by setting afire 
symbols of wealth, property and authority. The only 
similarity between their situation and Greece was that in 
both places people had the confidence to fight back. And 
that is an element that no material conditions and no 
historical process can give you. It may be easier to come 
by in some cultures than in others but it is entirely yours 
to claim or disown. 


Confidence played a major role in the Greek anarchist 
practice in all the years before December. Anarchists had 
enough confidence in their ideas to communicate them 
with society and enough confidence that their struggle 
was right that they continued attacking the State and 
boldly upholding an ethic of solidarity with all the 
oppressed and no compromise with authority even when 
they were the only ones doing so. 


And in this way they won presence in their society and 
everyone, even if they disagreed, knew who the anar- 
chists were - the ones who fought against all authority 
who stood alongside the most marginalised members of 
society the ones who self-organised, and the ones who 
never acted like politicians. This social connection was 
perhaps the greatest foundation of the insurrection. Many 
anarchists insisted on seeing society as distinct from the 
State. They participated in all the social struggles, offer- 
ing a different analysis than the political parties and 
refusing to sugar-coat or hide their radical ideas, even 
when this made communication more difficult in the 
short-term. And whenever there was a social problem or 
important event or tragedy, they would meet and take the 
initiative to respond, so that the government did not have 


foundation of new social centres. This politically correct 
version of December attempts to erase the centrality of 
the Polytechnic occupation and everything it symbolises: 
the continuation of the civil war despite the transition to 
democracy uncompromising rebellion against the entire 
system, constant struggle against the police and the total 
destruction of corporate stores, the mixing of youth and 
adults, immigrants and Greeks, anarchists and non-politi- 
cal people. If there were good insurgents and bad insur- 
gents, those described by this symbol, whether they were 
at the Polytechnic or anywhere else, were undeniably the 
bad insurgents, and that is precisely why for me they 
constitute the most important element of the revolt, 
because they are the only element the State finds 
indigestible. 


The artistic actions, the parties, the occupation of the 
National Opera, the social centres, the peaceful protests: 
these elements should not be censored or derided as the 
weak and reformist side of the insurrection, because they 
represent the widening of the struggle to the point that it 
could include anyone who chose to come out on the 
streets. But it is the uncompromising and violent 
elements that give the softer elements their meaning, 
their ability to constitute an attack on the system. Dividing 
the one from the other is precisely what the State has 
tried to do in order to defeat the continuing insurrection. 


The insurrection is the meeting of society at the barri- 
cades assembled from the smashed remains of every- 
thing that isolates us. For me it is a vital concept in the 
anarchist vision of revolution, and it is something that we 
must prepare the ground for and fertilise at every 
moment, even and especially when it seems like the 
wrong moment. Just as the anarchists of Spain would 
never have been able to resist Franco’s coup and create 
space for a revolution if the pistoleros had not "irrespon- 
sibly" embarked on a course of armed struggle a decade 
earlier, | think the anarchists in Greece facilitated a social 
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a monopoly on discourse while managing the problem. 
The anarchists created examples of uncompromising 
struggles, and trusted that when people were ready they 
would choose to adopt these examples as their own. 


There are also many antisocial elements within the anar- 
chist space, and these play an important role as well, 
because even though society is our most crucial ally 
there are plenty of reasons to hate it in its current form, 
and many people want to drop out from it or stand outside 
of it. While most Greek anarchists | know look just like 
any other Greeks - they do not differentiate themselves 
as anarchists in their mode of dress - there are also the 
anarchist punks and hippies and junkies and metalheads 
and goths. In other words, anarchism is not a subculture, 
but it is present in nearly all the subcultures, and in the 
mainstream culture as well. Anarchism needs to be there 
for those who hate society for what it is not and those 
who love it for what it could be. 


An antisocial edge has also helped those parts of the 
anarchist space carry out unpopular and shocking 
actions without flinching. Society is often conservative, 
and under capitalism all its members are tied in to their 
own oppression. Anarchists often have to clash with the 
reigning order, and this clash creates inconveniences for 
all those who depend on that order to get them through 
their miserable lives. Social anarchists who are exces- 
sively populist will be unable to do this. 


Although the Greek anarchists argue and fight with one 
another, there is another side to this, harder to see from 
the outside. They also have a habit of ignoring those they 
disagree with, and this makes sense, because they do 
not have enough in common to work together, and no 
need to try and change one another. They are other 
people, doing their own thing, and this difference does 
not entail a contradiction because anarchists don’t go 
marching to the same drummer. 


—— 


The necessity to overcome the isolation which the State 
ceaselessly works to impose requires a Herculean 
journey to communicate with society and all its potentially 
rebellious parts. This communication can take myriad 
forms, from flyers, to protests, to exemplary and violent 
attacks. All the different types of anti-authoritarians can 
make their contribution. The revolt in Greece, that contin- 
ues today has been built by students, immigrants, theo- 
tists, fighters, terrorists, drop-outs, activists, kids, grand- 
parents, artists, ascetics, journalists, small store owners, 
academics, feminists, machos, drunkards, straight-edg- 
ers, soldiers, and union organisers. The revolt has been 
attacked by politicians, fascists, cops, left wing party 
activists, journalists, the media, small store owners, 
academics, capitalists, bureaucrats, the military, and 
labour unions. 


Though all the participation in the revolt should be 
valued, not all is equal. By analysing the attempts to 
recuperate the revolt and turn it into a harmless thing, we 
can understand the meaning of the specific elements. 
SYRIZA, the only political party to participate in the street 
protests in December, was called on to denounce its 
actions just before the elections. Predictably they said 
that the students were justified in their cause. What they 
denounced was the violence. They blamed 150 extrem- 
ists for exploiting December and turning it into something 
subversive. 


In the Left's history of December, the revolt was only 
about anger over a police shooting, and the desperation 
of youth whose future was threatened by an economic 
crisis. The history of the struggle and the depth of its 
negation are censored. Its refusal to make demands is 
wilfully misinterpreted as a lack of political analysis. The 
violence was its ugly side, but it also had a positive side, 
praised by many parts of the far Left, especially SYRIZA. 
These include the creation of parks, the peaceful 
protests, actions and occupations by artists, even the 


Many anarchists, primarily in Protestant countries, set 
themselves the primary activity of perfecting and purify- 
ing the anarchist space, and they go about massacring 
ideological opponents, petty enemies, and perpetrators 
of bad manners with all the righteousness of Crusaders. 
The personal is political; however it is precisely because 
there is no clear line between inside the movement and 
outside the movement that we should not try to erect 
such a line by attacking the flaws of our selves | and our 
allies with more enthusiasm than we attack the State. 


What the rebellion in Greece showed once again is that 
people do not need vanguards or political parties, that 
self-organisation, direct action, and self-defence are 
second-nature to everyone. The people who express 
their rage or illuminate the targets of the struggle with 
fiery actions far more extreme than what the majority 
might consent to are not acting as a vanguard because in 
a given moment, all the exploited and dissatisfied mem- 
bers.of society might take up these tactics and go even 
further than yesterday’s extremists. 


But in this moment, the anarchists still have a crucial role 
to play and we must be confident enough to play it. We 
have to learn how to communicate and cooperate with 
society at a higher level, once we meet in the street. We 
have to keep the institutional Left from recuperating the 
struggle without creating divisions by judging people in 
the street by the colour of the flag they carry We have to 
point out new and more difficult targets as our power to 
attack increases, otherwise the revolt will exhaust itself 
smashing banks and police stations without ever becom- 
ing a revolution against capitalism and the State. We 
have to contradict and ultimately silence the media as 
they try to fabricate hollow explanations for the insurrec- 
tion and generate fear. We must have the faith in our 
imaginations to suggest long-term answers to the prob- 
lems of society and start creating those answers as 
though we might actually win. 


month. But the apolitical people, most of them very 
young, had never imagined an insurrection before, and it 
changed their lives, but after it ended the depression was 
profound because their already hopeless lives became 
even more miserable after seeing that another world was 
possible and having it slip between their fingers and 
retreat to an unimaginable distance. The experienced 
anarchists could have preserved some of the enthusiasm 
of December by sharing their long-term understanding of 
the struggle with the new generation and making more 
efforts to invite the newcomers into the autonomous 
spaces where the flames of insurrection burn a little 
brighter. 


Most of my Greek comrades disagree with this point, and 
they clearly understand the situation better. They point 
out that this ecstatic wave of revolt and then the subse- 
quent disillusionment was something they all went 
through, with the student movements of each generation, 
in ‘91,‘99, and so forth. The intensity of the struggle 
showed them what was possible, and the doldrums that 
followed taught them that the struggle was long and hard. 
And while | agree that learning to survive profound disap- 
pointment is essential to being a revolutionary / think that 
more young people would hold on to the courage to hope 
if they weren't so alone, if more experienced radicals took 
them under their wings and actively invited them to 
participate in existing initiatives and structures, precisely 
to break out of this timeless cycle of resistance and 
repression; to seize on the delirious momentum of the 
revolt and help the new generation see that things don’t 
have to go back to normal if they don’t let them. After all, 
after December many Greek anarchists concluded that 
what was lacking was not popular consciousness but 
more opportunities for new people to get involved, for the 
anarchists and the other people to continue meeting like 
they met in the streets. 


Part of the task of communication with society involves 
identifying traditions and symbols in a particular society 
that foster the ideas we want to communicate. One can't 
simply take the Greek practice and put it to use in Great 
Britain. Every society has its archetypes of justified 
violence and heroic defiance, but what exactly those are 
differs from one society to the next. In a country like 
Great Britain, that prides itself on the centuries-long 
stability and longevity of its government, or one like the 
Netherlands that touts its political culture of dialogue and 
compromise, this is a difficult task. In the US there is a 
deep and lively tradition of hatred for the government, but 
it is mostly found outside the Left. In Germany on the 
contrary there is a diverse tradition of defiance coming 
from within the Left, but it runs up against the popular 
demand for public order. 


One of the most powerful specific strategies of count- 
er-insurgency used by the State, which the anarchists will 
have to overcome in Greece and anywhere else we rise 
up, is racism. The natives and the immigrants, the whites 
and the blacks, is one of the most effective divisions to 
hamstring society; because there are real cultural differ- 
ences and thanks to imperialism there is a history of 
antagonism as well. People from both sides of the line 
will have to meet and learn to work together to communi- 
cate with others, so as not to be separated from society 
and cast as a scapegoat for the social problems, or to be 
validated as part of national community and placed 
unwittingly alongside one’s mortal enemies. 


| am afraid that if the Greek insurrection does not contin- 
ue to grow stronger, if it is defeated, the crucial moment 
will have been its failure to extend effective solidarity to 
the immigrants when the State and the fascists carried 
out their major operation of ethnic cleansing in the 
summer. And this failure was probably not due to a lack 
of response in the moment it occurred - although many 
anarchists did pass up the opportunity to participate in 


the immigrant riots - but due to the fact that they had not 
prepared enough in advance, had not identified this as a 
key strategic weakness and worked to improve their 
connection with the immigrants, had not done more to 
counteract the racism that was being instilled from above 
by spreading their anti-racist analysis throughout society; 
and had not made more personal contacts so that when 
the protests and riots started, they could be instantly 
notified about what was happening like they were with 
the death of Alexis. Without these close contacts, the 
strong and immediate mobilisation that occurred after 
Alexis' death could simply not occur in solidarity with the 
immigrants, and in fact most Athens anarchists found out 
about the immigrant riots in June through the media or 
because they saw the fires by chance. Even though they 
had met intimately in the streets and occupations in 
December, they had not held on to these contacts so that 
when the immigrants had an emergency they could call 
their friends the anarchists. 


It must also be said that the immigrants were not passive 
victims, and on the whole they chose the search for a 
better quality of life rather than the struggle for a better 
reality. In accepting the reality of capitalism and only 
trying to improve their position within it, the majority of 
immigrants have also accepted the whims, machinations, 
and violence of capitalism that will always be directed 
against them, no matter what part of the world they live in 
or how much money they make. 


The second major.shortfall, in my opinion, is the disillu- 
sionment felt by many youth after the rush of December 
ended and the many blackmails of capitalism returned to 
dominate their lives. People who already had a deep 
anarchist understanding and an experience in the strug- 
gle were theoretically and emotionally equipped to deal 
with the low. They knew that reaction and repression litter 
the road to revolution and they could take strength from 
December without expecting the fight to be over in just a 


